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Overarching Themes:

• Declining Optimism

• Deepening geopolitical and geoeconomic tensions

• Growing Sense of Societal Fragmentation

Top Concerns:

• 2-year horizon: 

• #1: misinformation and disinformation

• #2: Extreme weather

• 10-year horizon: 

• #1: Extreme weather

• #2: Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse

https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-risks-report-2025/digest/


“Climate change is the single 

greatest threat to global health, a 

“code red for humanity,” and is this 

generation’s grandest challenge.”



Sustainability = Core Value 



Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Collective Impact

Graphic: AllHandsRaised.org
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Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions that Live their Values Out Loud

✓Catalyst for Civic Participation & Social Cohesion in Communities 

✓Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG)

✓Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)





Climate Change Mitigation
Decarbonize = Reduce Greenhouse Gas (GhG) Emissions



Scope 1:

• Facilities 

• Transportation  

Scope 2

• Purchased goods and services

• Transportation of goods, services, people

• Waste generated in operations

Top Areas of Focus for Libraries:



Artificial Intelligence (A.I.)

• One query to ChatGPT uses approximately as much 

electricity as could light one lightbulb for about 20 

minutes.

• Making an image with generative AI uses as much 

energy as charging your phone. 

• By 2027, the water needed to cool AI servers could 

reach 1.7 trillion gallons – more than half the water 

the UK uses in a year

Citations: Allen Institute for Artificial Intelligence; Carnegie Mellon University; Cornell University



A person with brown hair smiling

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

• prioritize energy-efficient hardware and cloud providers

• more efficient large language models result in algorithms that 
can minimize the number of computations required

• Avoid unnecessary AI applications

• Work with data center locations that prioritize renewable 
energy

• Use local data centers to minimize the distance that data 
travels, reducing the energy consumed to transfer data

“Assessing AI: How libraries can lessen artificial intelligence’s energy impact,” 
Sarah Tribelhorn, American Libraries Magazine, March 3, 2025

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2025/03/03/assessing-ai/
http://bit.ly/LLM-Study
http://bit.ly/LLM-Study


Valencia College

• All new devices are ENERGYSTAR® certified

• Electronic equipment recycled 

• Free Bus Rapid Transit service 

(over 1 million free bus rides!)

• Carpooling offered through rethink your commute

• Garbage bins made from post-consumer milk jugs

• Plastic writing instruments and battery recycling



Concord Free Library

1st library in Massachusetts to complete the 

Sustainable Library Certification Program

Sustainability Plan

https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/cfpl_SUSTAINABILITYPLAN2021to2025.pdf


Climate Change Adaptation
Building Community Resilience



Top Climate Hazards in the Northeast

• Extreme Weather (e.g. severe thunderstorms, severe snowstorms, ice storms, blizzards, hurricanes, and high winds)

• More Intense and Extended Heat Waves

• Lower Air and Water Quality

• Changing Precipitation Patterns
• Flooding

• Inland

• Waterway

• Coastal

• Drought

• Rising Sea Levels



Climate Havens

Today 2070



A pile of garbage on the ground

Description automatically generated

A group of people cleaning a street

Description automatically generated

A room with bookshelves and chairs

Description automatically generated

A fan in a library

Description automatically generated

https://www.wcax.com/2023/07/23/libraries-hit-hard-by-flood/
https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/weather/2023/07/13/vermont-braces-for-more-rain--possible-tornado-in-wake-of-historic-flooding
https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/blog/flood-report-vermont-arts-culture-and-creative-sector-rallies-once-again/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2023/09/19/opinion/hope-after-montpelier-vermont-flood/


Adaptation = Two Fronts

Disaster Preparedness (internal)

• Planning:
• Disaster Preparedness

• Continuity of Operations

• Incident Action Plan

• Facility Redundancies 
• Power

• Water

• Staff Preparedness

Community Resilience (external)

• Acute
• Citizen Preparedness

• Emergency Communication 
Networks

• Transportation 

• Food Security

• Long-Term
• Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, Access 

& CLIMATE JUSTICE 



Reduce Risk

1. Reduce Exposure
• Reduce the presence of assets in locations that could be adversely affected

2. Reduce Sensitivity 
• Lower the degree to which a system is adversely affected

3. Increase Adaptive Capacity
• Raise the ability of natural systems to prepare for, adjust to, respond to, and 

recover from disruption 

Fourth National Climate Assessment, 
https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/chapter/28/

https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/chapter/28/




Flood 
Protection

✓  Avoid building in a floodplain unless you 
elevate and reinforce the facility

✓  Elevate the HVAC equipment if susceptible to 
flooding

✓  Install check valves in sewer traps to prevent 
flood water from backing up into the library

✓  Construct barriers to stop floodwater from 
entering the building

✓  Seal walls in basements with waterproofing 
compounds to avoid seepage



Green Infrastructure

• Native Plants

• Stormwater Management

• Rain Gardens & Bioswales

• Permeable Pavement

• Protect Wetlands

• Trees, Trees, Trees

http://water.rutgers.edu/Projects/GreenInfrastructureChampions/2022%20Sessions/GENERIC-MaintenanceManual_SEPTEMBER2020.pdf


Disaster Preparedness



https://www.dhses.ny.gov/citizen-preparedness-corps








https://www.libraryoflocal.org/

• Seed Library & Tool Lending

• Special Collections:

• Food Security (Y1)

• Climate Solutions (Y2)

• Disaster Preparedness (Y3)

• Programming led by local experts

• Alignment with NYS Climate Smart Communities



Climate Justice
Climate Justice = Social + Economic + Environmental Justice 



“A natural disaster is always a 

human-made disaster because 

social conditions determine who 

is most vulnerable and because 

the meaning of any disaster is 

culturally negotiated.”

-Ann E. Larabee in her review of Heat Wave



Active

Sense of 
Purpose

Sense of 
Community

Less social 
isolation, 

anxiety and 
depression 

Social Cohesion & 
Civic Participation

Social Cohesion:
Respect, Empathy, and Understanding
Strength of Relationships
Sense of Solidarity 
Social Capital through Social Networks 

Civic Participation:
Voting
Volunteering 
Participating in Group Activities
Community Gardening 



“Libraries harness the transformative 

power of education for climate justice 

and develop relationships…to embed a 

deeper awareness of the intersection 

of human and civil rights with climate 

stewardship than is presently found.”

https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/media/document/614


Mindset shifts do not happen overnight. 



and George Washington Carver, Squire Bill Widener, and Teddy Roosevelt…



Work 
“from the 

inside 
out.”





Free

• Newsletter

• Mobile App

• Webinars

• Resources

• Facebook Page & Instagram 

SLI Members - FREE FOR ALL NYLA MEMBERS

• Curated Resources

• Access to On Demand Training

• CO2 Calculator

• Vendor and Program Ideas

• American Library Association - SLI eCourse

Sustainable Library Certification Program - 20% discount for NYLA Members

• Online Dashboard to Track Action Items

• Example policies, program ideas, and more

• Assigned Mentor

• Meet Ups with Others in the Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org



Rebekkah Smith Aldrich, MLS, LEED AP

rsmith@midhudson.org  |  @Rebekkah

Executive Director, Mid-Hudson Library System (NY)
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