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John Torrey Papers

• Primarily incoming correspondence written between 

1818 and 1873

• Over 350 correspondents:

  botanists, educators, politicians, 

  explorers, engineers, surveyors, 

  geologists, curators, plant collectors, 

 nurserymen, chemists, physicians, 

 clergy, military officers, publishers, 

 surgeons, entomologists, …





Digital Collections
• 11 million books and texts

• 4 million audio recordings

• 3 million videos

• 1 million images

• 6 million text documents

• 5.5 million images

• 46,000 sound files

• 30,000 moving image files

• 13,000 physical object images

• 130,000 titles

• 220,000 volumes

• 54 million pages
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Versions
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Overview Transcribe

Facsimile Transcription

Recd. [Receive  d]1\larch [crossed out: 18th] 17th

And. (Answere d]!\ larch 20  

Pron era JS"e.ar El Paso

Jany Uanuary] 15th1852.

l\ ly Dear Sir:

I just now received your welcome lett er s

of Septr (September) 4th and 15th 1851. 1n one of them you allude  

to a  etter hanng been written  in August and expressed

the hope that I had receiYed it before you wrote. I am  

sorry to say !hat it has not yet come o hand. The ones

no,Y acknow edged and one of 16th Deer [Dece mber] 1850 are all

that I have had the pleasure of receiving from you.

Dr. Parry arrived with Maj [Major] Emory early i December and  

brough  up"i th him many new things all of which I

believe he has sent you. At the same time (20th Deer (December]/ 51)

I sent (crossed out: to] you quite a large collection- all in fact that I  

ha,·e made in this Region. Among !:hem you will find the

Cos midium spoken of which I think is not true to your  

description in the Flora and should belong o another genus.

You however mus  know best. You can easily decide the

matter when you get good specimens. Mr. Wright tells  

me he has never before seen the Liat roid [compo site?] I  

sent you so that I suppose il will be something nove .

l\ l r. Wrigh t has in all likelihood collected and sa,·ed  

what of the Rriogoneae I have missed. There are Sor 0

well marked species of them here and I am pretty certain  

l ha\·e missed some of them. I had some ,·ery pleasant  

though toilsome rambles with him about the Cobre and

l\ li mbres. A day or two before we  efit there we

Page Notes

S d.ar,  so

In the at pa.-.agcaph, Bigelow is likely tal kin g about the town of Sa-'l!a Rita del Cobre a.r.d the  near by
?i.limbres  Ri  er:  L"1 ew ME:xico.



Outreach

• Citizen Science Day

• High School student group

• Educational website constructed by museum 

studies graduate students

• Presentations at local library schools



Full text searching

• Biodiversity Heritage Library now features 

full text searching launched April 2018

• All transcription text now searchable

• “search inside a book” functionality allows 

you to search for terms within a book 

• Narrow search results by subject, format, 

date and language
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JOHN TORREY PAPERS

Join the Mertz Library to help make the
John Torrey Papers full-text searchable in the  

Biodiversity Heritage Library.

Our collection includes letters from over  

350 correspondents and gives insight into

botanical expeditions and scientific discovery  

in the 19th century.

Learn more and start transcribing at  

libguides.nybg.org/JohnTorreyPapers
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